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IND ipa 


S. Wells Williams, LV.D., 


Late President of the American Bible Society. 


On the 25th of October, 1833, SAMUEL WELLS 
WILLIAMS, a young man who had just passed his 
majority, landed in Canton, whither he had gone 
in the service of the American Board as a mis- 
sionary printer. He was born in Utica, N. Y., 
Sept. 22d, 1812, and graduated in 1832 at the 
Rensselaer Institute in Troy. From his boyhood 
he had been familiar with the work done in the 
printing establishment of his father, who was a 
publisher of Bibles and other books, and for a 
year before his embarkation he had been mak- 
ing special preparation for his work in a distant 
land. 

His appointment was a recognition on the part 
of the American Board of the fact that in all 
lands the oral preaching of the gospel needs to 
be supplemented by the printed page. He went 
not for conquest, or emolument, or personal dis- 
tinction, or-scientific research, but on an errand 
of philanthropy and good will. Other men have 
circumnavigated the globe in order to determine 
the. contour of continents and the location of 


| islands, or to observe and record the phenomena 


of the skies. He went as an interpreter of Chris- 
tian truth and civilization to an empire embra- 
cing one-half of the heathen world: ‘“‘the most 
populous and most inaccessible empire on the 
globe.” His was the work of a herald, sur- 


mounting obstacles, pendtrating a dense wall of | 


prejudice and pride, bringing good tidings, pub- | 
lishing salvation, announcing a new kingdom a 

at hand; and it was his to build a viaduct t 
which the ‘treasures of sarge centuries « 
Christian ae pe dose i Riya ae th 
SS ae + la 


British sinologue, who had preceded him by 
twenty-six years, was still in the service of the 
East India Company but was approaching the 
end of his useful career. Dr. Gutzlaff, a Prussian 
by birth, who had been sent out by the Nether- 
lands Missionary Society, was employed in the 
same way. Two Americans had gone to China 
as chaplains for seamen, the Rev. David Abeel 
and the Rev. Edwin Stevens. The American 
Board had one single representative in the field, 
the Rev. E. C. Bridgman, a graduate of Andover 
Seminary, who arrived in Canton in February, 
1830. Mr. Williams was accompanied by the Rev. 
Ira-Tracy. Dr.-Peter Parker followed in 1834. 
The Chinese were reputed to be a nation of 
readers; but so profound was their conceit that 
instead of seeking light from all sources, and 
asking what new thing might possibly be learned 
from remote lafids, they excluded all foreigners, 
repelled every advance, and even imposed severe 
penalties on any of their countrymen who should 
‘presume to teach their language to ‘‘outside 
‘barbarians.’”? They had books indeed, and held 

a printed page in reverence; but their printing 
“was ‘done in the rudest style feben wooden blocks, 
‘moveable types and printing-presses being un- 
‘known to them; and “‘it was not altogether safe 
for a @hinandan: to be seen reading a tract which 
spoke of Jesus, much less for him to undertake 
to distribute them; and it was even dangerous 
Sia to engage in printing them.” 

The empire was inaccessible, Canton being the 
only point where contact with the outside world 
was tolerated. The outlook for the work was 

is couraging in the extreme. After all Dr. 
rrison’s toil and faith and prayer, “he saw 
y - three or four converts, with no churches 

C ed, and no congregations pub- — 
‘Ack ape Sein may | 
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formal instructions given to Mr. Bridgman he had 
been told, ‘‘even if you should live to old age, 
you may never witness so much advance as to 
be permitted to preach a sermon publicly within 
the empire.’’ And three days before Mr. Williams 
sailed, a letter was received from Mr. Bridgman, 
lamenting that after three years of constant labour 
he was not able to report a single case of conver- 
sion. ‘‘To the eye of man, (says Dr. Williams), 
the prospect at that time was gloomy enough, that 
China would be rendered accessible to the ef- 
forts of Christians. It had been closed for about 
one hundred and fifty years, and it was likely to 
remain so.’’ 

There were other obstacles besides the stelidity 
of the Chinesecharacter and their policy an re- 
spect to international affairs. One of the most 
serious of them had its historical foundation in 
the confusion of tongues. The Chinese lan- 
guage, in its written form, differs from the lan- 
guages of the Occident in being without an 
alphabet. Each of its many thousand characters 
is the symbol of an abstract idea. They are. not 
the signs of articulate speech. The sounds. of 
the voice have nothing corresponding to them 
on the printed page. Moreover the speech of 
the people is polyglott. The words of the Can- 
tonese are unintelligible in Shanghai, and .a.few 
miles of travel may carry one beyond the -prov- 
ince where his utterance is understood ; and so 
great is the disproportion between the numbers 
of ideas and of monosyllabic sounds, that a sin- 
gle word may have ten or more significations, 
which can be distinguished only by some pecu- 
liarity of zone. To become proficient in such a 
language, even with the best helps of the pres- 
ent day, is no easy matter. For the pioneers the 
task was almost insuperable. 

“It was rather discouraging, (says Dr. Williams) 
in commencing the study of the Chinese language 
to sit down with a man utterly ignorant of any 
tongue but his own, and have no aid except 
Morrison’s quarto dictionary in another dialect,. 
and an imperfect Anglo-Chinese vocabulary ; for 
these comprised all there was. And then if one 
attempted to use his acquisitions, his dialogist 
would express much surprise, and wish to:know 
the name of the man who taught him; ‘er he 
would ridicule his rude pronunciation, and try 


to exhibit his own better knowledge of. English 


in every reply.”’ 
A visionary enthusiast might perhaps a will- 
ing to make brief experiment to try the temper 


of the Chinese and see what response to the 


gospel would come from within the gates. But 
the spirit which prompted Mr. Williams’s mission, 
and which steadied his aim through the long 
periods marked by reverses rather than » prog-. 
ress, was one of personal consecration - ‘the 
service of Christ, and of unwavering cor dence | 
in the ultimate triumph of light over ba Bs 


Surely he had heard some voice saying, ‘“Who 
art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel 
thou shalt become a plain.” 

A mere enthusiast, for lack of results, might 
exaggerate the details of effort; but when the 
press had become an institution and zealous men 
might suppose the problem of Chinese evangeli- 
zation to be solved, Mr. Williams wrote to guard 
Americans against an exaggerated estimate of 
this agency; saying, in 1839: ‘‘This branch of 
missionary effort is worthy of all the attention 
it has received; but * * * hitherto we have had 
no proofs that the thousands of books thrown 
among this people have incited one mind to en- 
quire concerning them; have induced one soul 
to try to find a teacher among the foreigners 
in China; or have been the means of converting 
an individual.” 

These were words of candor, but not of dis- 
couragement; and thirty years afterwards he 
said, ‘‘I thank God that no shade of doubt as 
to the triumphant result, or regret at having en- 


gaged in it, has ever arisen in my mind.” 


Years brought a change to China. Her mas- 
sive gates, creaking on their hinges, slowly opened 
and gave entrance for an army of evangelists. In 
1842 the treaty of Nanking opened five ports to 


traffic, and foreigners were allowed to bring their 
wives with them, Twelve years later, the three 
missionaries had increased to ninety; daily re- 
ligious services were held in every open port; 
a million Testaments were in process of print- 
ing or circulation; and the whole Chinese mind 
had been cast into a ferment by a body of in- 
surgents who.rejected idolatry and professed to 
worship the true God. 


In 1858 the treaties of Tientsin were signed, 


and the one dispatch which came over the newly 
laid Atlantic cable that autumn announced that 
the Chinese empire was open for all trade; that 
the Christian religion was to be allowed and 
recognized, and that foreign diplomatic agents 


were permitted to reside at the capital, 

Now the door is open wide for the proclama- 
tion of the gospel. The Scriptures are circulated 
in nine of the different languages of China, at 
an average rate of more than a thousand copies 
daily. Travellers go on long tours into the in- 
terior without molestation. In 1880 two ladies of 
the China Inland Mission went without European 
escort a thousand miles to the west of Wuchang, 
in safety ; and to-day five hundred foreigners are 
engaged in active missionary work, while more 
than 20,000 communicants stand enrolled as mem- 
bers in ‘the Protestant churches of the empire, 

The dawn of a better day has come; and in 


view of such facts, the herald who went fifty | 
years ago to rouse the empire from its midnight 


slumber, and found nothing to dishearten him 
when his cry seemed to be uttered in vain, may 
well a the closing prediction of his life: : 


ern 3 


7 os, 
a ) 


as heard at Peking, Canton, Amoy, and Shang- 


| during his visit delivered. courses of lectures on 


idl) pes ay . € re he cat a Loe 
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‘*The future is full of promise, and the efforts] China, with the proceeds of which he secured 


ee ee Cure on a from Berlin a new font of Chinese type. He also 
< +S : . . . 

of Han has been taught the truths of the Bible, walope ria ster Chine pidblishet, bea 7848; 
and has had them fairly propounded for recep- The Middle Kingdom,” which at once became 
tion or rejection. They will progress until all] a standard book of reference, and which re-ap- 


the cities, towns, villages, and hamlets of that} peared in 1883 in a revised and greatly enlarged 
vast empire have the teacher and professor of} edition 

religion living in them; until their children are ; : 

educated, their civil liberties understood, and In 1857, having accepted the post of Secretary 
political rights guaranteed ; their poor cared for, | of Legation of the United States, he resigned his 
their literature purified, their condition betteréd | connection with the Mission, though he looked 
in this world by the full revelation of another] ypon this as only a temporary interruption of the 


made known to them. The work of missions : P 
will go on until the government is modified, and relation he he a sustained for nearly a quarters ~ * 
century, His services, however, in this official 


religious and civil liberty granted to all, and on ; 
China takes her rank among the Christian nations | position proved to be invaluable to the cause of 
missions as well as to the government, and after 


of the earth, reciprocating all the courtesies due 
from people professing the same faith.”"—AZiddle | 4 Jong period of diplomatic life he did not return 
to the missionary work. 


Kingdom, 2: 371. 
For fifty y th 1 i , ‘ att 
rays Ren eee et ern relations .9f, The world owes it to Dr. Williams, and to Dr. 
Williams to this grand movement have been : ; F ; 
W. A. P. Martin who was associated with him as 
interpreter, that the treaty which was negotiated 


most intimate and varied. Before he went 
abroad funds had b id J b 3 Se : 
je FO een. prowided | by, sneHvers by Mr. Reed at Tientsin in June, 1858, contained 
an article providing for the toleration of Christian- 


of the Bleecker Street Presbyterian Church in 
New York, for t S inting- : : : , 
ee Sore ob te, pezchabe at 2.paning Pea ity throughout the empire and protection of Chi- 
nese converts. The day had come for signing 


for Canton, and he was sent to take charge of 

it. But however i t th i f int- ; 

2 eye oiine See FOUuNS, O82 DEMS the treaty, and the reluctance of the Chinese 

ing establishment, and thd superintendence of : ; 

its details the work which eventually opened officials to make any concession to Protestant 

ik 2 had a grander scope, and he became missions was so decided that all allusion to the 
y matter was likely to be omitted, when at an op- 

portune moment these gentlemen called on the 


an editor, author, translator, interpreter, his- 
commissioners, and presented a draft of the ‘‘tol- 


torian, and diplomatist, and at last, in serene 
old age, he became a University professor of the : ; : 
o ty P eration clause’’ so happily worded that it was at 
once accepted and incorporated in the treaty 


Chinese language and literature in his native 
land, and the honoured head of a Society whose which was signed a few hours later. ‘‘If we had 
not gone that morning (says Dr. Williams) we 


sole aim is to encourage a wider circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures, at home and in foreign had failed certainly to get anything inserted in the 
treaty, which was to be signed in the evening ; 


lands. 
is arrival in Canton, Chi- ul ; 
pemeer.od tre. aites teas, acciwa) in Cantos | but God moved Kwei-liang to say that it was ex- 
cellent.’? The article was shown to Lord Elgin, 


nese interference with his native helpers com- 
lied him to remove his press to Macao; thence : : S 

s a tater. date it. was pick sA Se fs Hoaraaas and was incorporated in substance in the British 
treaty which was signed a few days afterwards. 

Mr. Reed’s official despatch on the 30th of June 


and thence again to Canton, where in December, 

1856, his own residence, and the entire establish-}  ("T- °O" : : 
paid this high compliment to the American mis- 
sionaries who had rendered him essential aid: 


ment, comprising three presses and copious fonts 
of type, with 7,000 printed books, were destroyed : 
PEs ts 2 ’ y “Without them as interpreters, the public busi- 
ness could not be transacted. I could not, but for 


by fire. He not only published the Chinese Re- 
ository but shared with Dr. Bridgman in its edi- E Ot 
Pe ZT ca and to its Booty volumes | their aid, have advanced one step in the discharge 
of my duties here, or written or understood one 
word of correspondence or treaty stipulations. 


between 1832 and 1851, he contributed about 
one hundred and f distinct articles. His 

a S sae! With them there has been no difficulty or embar- 
rassment.”— Chinese Recorder, 10 : 226. 


more important publications were: ‘Easy Les- 
sons in Chinese,” (1842); ‘‘The Chinese Com- 
mercial Guide,” (1844, reaching a 5th edition in} é 
1863) ; ‘‘An English and Chinese Vocabulary in other nations broke down sixteen years later, 
the Court Dialect,” (1844) ; ‘A Tonic Dictionary | when the emperor consented to withdraw the veil 
of the Canton Dialect,” (1856, which fortunately that secluded him and to receive ambassadors 
escaped the fire of that year, and passed through from foreign lands with no sign on their part of 
a new edition in 1876); and “A Syllabie Dic-] inferiority. To two personal experiences Dr. 
tionary of the Chinese Language,” (1874,) con- | Williams refers, as marking the greatest conceiv- 
taining 12,527 characters with the pronunciation Ss Which: 
had wrought. He says: “On my arrival at Can- 


hai. In 1845 he came to the United States, and 
ran ’ Americans, to the hong merchant, Kingqua, as 


The wall of separation between the empire and _ | 


able contrast and the cHanges which forty years. 


ton in 1833, I was officially reported, with two other _ : 


a. 
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anno ee ee ne etenyemene enw 


fan-kwai, or ‘foreign devils,’ who had come to 
live under his tutelage. 
the American Embassy at Peking, I accompanied 
the Hon, B. P. Avery to the presence of the em- 
peror, Tungchi, when the Minister of the United 
States presented his letters of credence on a foot- 
ing of perfect equality with the ‘‘Son of Heaven.”’ 
—WMiddle Kingdom, 1: 14. 

Not less worthy of note is the relation which 
Dr. Williams sustained to the opening of Japan to 
Christianity. Long before that empire was acces- 
sible, the missionaries at Canton recognized the 
desirableness of being ready to enter with the gos- 
pel, and Dr.: Williams undertook to learn the lan- 
guage and to prepare a font of Japanese type. 
His first voyage to Japan was in July, 1837, when 
he was one of a party sent by Messrs. Olyphant 
& Co. in the ship Morrison to restore seven ship- 
wrecked seamen to their homes. None of the 
party were allowed to land; but first in the Bay 
of Yedo, and dgain in that of Kagosima, their 
peaceful mission was repelled by force, and after 
hours of exposure to a cannonading from batter- 
ies on shore, they escaped without serious harm 
and returned to Canton. A devout believer in 
divine providence, Mr. Williams recognized this 
repulse as perhaps the best thing that could have 
happened. ‘‘ Because one attempt has failed (he 
said), shall all future endeavours cease? Let us 
not abandon this nation ; but by making the best 
use of the men whom we have, get better pre- 
pared to do them permanent good ; and by-and- 
by, if God permits, we will try again.”’ 

So he went back to China, took some of these 
shipwrecked mariners into his own house, learned 
their language, translated for them the Book of 
Genesis and the Gospel of Matthew, and had 
the pleasure of seeing them embrace Christianity, 
the first fruits of the harvest now being gathered 
in Japan. This knowledge of the language came 
in play fifteen years afterwards, when he was 
selected as interpreter for Commodore Perry, 


who went to Japan in 1852 to carry a letter from | 


President Fillmore to the emperor, and on his 
second visit negotiated the first American treaty 
with a nation which up to that time had pursued 
a policy of non-intercourse. 

After retiring from the service 2 of the govern- 
ment in 1876, Dr. Williams returned to the United 
States, and took up his residence in New Haven, 
where he found congenial society and a pleasant 
home. His piety had not been dimmed by long 


Confucian literature, by protracted toil on dic- 

tionaries and grammars, or by the formalities and 

| ceremonials of diplomatic life. The religion of | 

| Jesus: Christ was central in all his thoughts, and 

his heart was quick 18: respond to Christian 
sentiments. — 

_ Many honours had come to him in the course 


In 1874, as Secretary of 


had recognized his abilities and conferred on him 
the degree of Doctor of Laws. Yale College 
honoured itself by admitting him to the ranks 
of its alumni and enrolling his name among its 
corps of instructors. The Oriental Society called 
him to preside in its councils; but no honour 

was more grateful, no office more welcome, than 
that which he has held for three, years as Presi- 
dent of the American Bible Society. For this 
Office he was peculiarly fitted by his attainments 
in scholarship, his large acquaintance with the 
field of missions, his experience in diplomacy, 
and his abiding interest in the diffusion of the 
truth. 

His encyclopedic knowledge, his retentive 
memory, his perfect equipoise, his quickness of 
appreciation and his discrimination made him a 
valued and trusted counsellor and friend, while 
his genial spirit, his loyalty to the truth, atid his 
unshaken confidence in the final triumphs of the 
gospel, commanded the respect and admiration 
of all who knew him. E. W. G. 


IN MEMORIAM, 

At the monthly meeting of the Board of Man- 
agers of the American Bible Society, March 6th, 
the death of the Hon. S. Wells Williams, LL.D., 
late President of the Society, having been an- 
nounced, remarks relating to his life and character 
were made by Mr. Winston and Mr. Tracy, who 
had known him in his early youth, and also by 
Mr. Randolph and Dr. Gilman. 

A set of Dr. Williams’s published works was 


also exhibited, including his great Dictionaries of 


the Chinese language, the ‘‘ Middle Kingdom”’ 
in its earlier and later editions, his ‘‘ Commercial 
Guide,”’ and ‘‘Easy Lessons in Chinese,’’ and 
twenty volumes of the ‘‘ Chinese Repository,”’ of 


|which for many years he was publisher and co- 


editor. 


The address of Mr. Winston was as follows: 

- Before I perform the duty of appointing a suit- 
able committee to prepare such a memorial of 
Samuel Wells Williams, LL.D.,-your late Presi- 
dent, as shall be fitting to place on the records of 
this Society, recounting his public character and 
‘services, will you allow me to revert to the early 
years of his personal and domestic history while 
his habits of thought and life were being formed 
and he himself prepared for the useful career he 


was to lead. 
isolation from Christian lands, by the study of} 


As I look back for sixty years my plestads and 


‘most distinct recollection of him is his visits to his 
father’s printing-office whenever he could snatch. 


-an hour from his studies at school. Setting types 
‘and learning the printer’s art were then his fa- 
vourite recreations. He was a bright and modest 
boy, exceedingly amiable and obliging, with but 


| little taste for the chime sports and pastimes of 
of his. life. As far back as 1848, Union Sie He 


pants sit! gt 


rik att 


1884.] 


His father was William Williams, of Utica, and 
his mother was the daughter of Samuel Wells, of 
Oneida County. In that important village, then 


the residence of many persons of unusual intelli-’ 


gence and moral worth, Mr. Williams, though un- 
assuming and unobtrusive, was the natural leader. 
He was an elder of the Presbyterian Church, at 
the head of the Union Sunday School (then the 
only one in the place), the head of the fire de- 
partment and of the military organization of the 
neighbourhood. Whenever courage, coolness, 
and ‘promptitude were demanded he was expect- 
ed to be present fulfilling his duty. 

His mother was a fitting companion, in Chris- 
tian character, intelligence, and worth, for such 
aman. Our deceased friend grew up and was 
trained by such parents, under such influence. 
As his mind and character developed he seemed 
to have been called, like Samuel of old, in his 
youth to devote himself to preparing for that 
higher life in his Master’s service upon which he 


was diligent in his studies, yet his mind and heart 
were in the printing office; and he attained such 
practical knowledge and skill that before his 
majority he was prepared to offer’ himself to 
the American Board of Commissioners for For- 
eign Missions as qualified to take charge of their 
important printing operations in China. 

From this time forth his life and history be- 
longed and were given to the Church, whose ser- 
vant he was, and to his own country, which had 
frequent occasion to use his knowledge of Chinese 
and his personal services in important national ne- 
gotiations with the millions in China, whose history 
he had prepared, and whose spiritual, intellectual, 
and temporal interests he strove, by his various 
books and his personal efforts, to promote. 

But his public history will be more ably sketched 
and presented to you by the committee upon 
whom this duty will fall. I would not have pre- 
sented this picture of his early years had I not 
recognized that ‘‘the boy was father to the man;” 
and that few if any of you could look back through 
the vista of sixty years and recall the events in his 
early history, which combined to mould, under 
divine guidance, the life and extraordinary labours 
of our deceased President. 


_draft a suitable minute, the following paper was 
adopted: 


§. WELLS WILLIAMS, LL.D., 
PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


voluntarily entered at an early age. While he} 


On Saturday, the 16th of February last, S. Wells 
Williams, LL.D., departed this life in the city of 
New Haven, Conn., in the seventy-second year of 
his age. He had been the President of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society nearly three years, having been 
_ | unanimously elected to this office on the third day 
| .of March, 1881. pina? 
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Dr. Williams resided for most of his life in 
oriental lands, where he was actively and promi- 
nently identified with the sagacious movements 


which resulted in introducing China and Japan 
into the great brotherhood of nations. Acting, at 
times, under the auspices of the American Board 


of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, and again 
under the direction of the United States govern- 
ment, he filled many positions of trust and hon- 
our, commanding always the unqualified approval 
of intelligent Christians in both hemispheres. Re- 
turning to his native land in 1876, he devoted him- 
self to oriental studies with unabated interest, and 
continued to manifest his wisely-tempered zeal in 
all the efforts of his countrymen to evangelize the 
world. When, therefore, the presidency of the 
American Bible Society became vacant by the 
resignation of Dr. Allen, the action of the Mana- 
gers in calling Dr, Williams to succeed him was 
deemed on every hand most appropriate and 
felicitous. 

The decease of President Williams, after so 
brief a term of service, not only conveys to all 
associated with him a solemn admonition to work 
while it is day, but it removes an honoured officer 
of this Society,. whose peculiar culture and 
whose accurate information in many departments 
of thought and action rendered his counsels of 
inestimable value ; while his rare simplicity and 
gentleness made him a most agreeable co-labourer 
in the great work of circulating the Holy Scrip- 
tures. He died, as he lived, with a calm personal 
trust in Christ, and with radiant anticipations of 
the early triumph of the Redeemer’s kingdom in 
heathen lands, ~ 

The Managers hereby direct that this paper be 
placed upon the minutes of the Board, and that a 


/copy of the same be forwarded to the family of 
| President Williams. 


‘ 


COMMEMORATIVE NOTICES, 

To the preceding sketch of Dr.-Williams’s life 
we append some appreciative notices from the 
daily and weekly newspapers. : 

The New Haven Palladium paid the following 


tribute : . 
_ So far as he has been known by our citizens 

|he has been esteemed and beloved. His modest 
‘demeanor, his loving spirit, his gentle manners 


ji dn F | . " . . . th 
Upon the report of a committee appointed to eae his glowing Christian faith have won the 


earts of every one whom he has met, even for 
a brief interview. His accurate and varied knowl- 
edge of events and countries that are not easily 
accessible, his discriminating judgment and his 


| sturdy common sense, have often elicited the 
| wonder of those who have resorted to him for 
counsel and information. The kindly humour 


which beamed from his face seemed to impart 
to his presence perpetual sunshine, while his solid 
sense, his definite knowledge, and his unswerving 


| Christian faith commanded the respectful homage 
of all who knew him. Two or three years ago 


he was called to part with the wife who had been 


the joy of his life. Subsequently he was partially — 
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disabled by paralysis, but neither the clearness of 
his mind, nor the sweetness of his spirit, nor the 
steadfastness of his childlike faith were disturbed 
by his personal and domestic trials. A few months 
ago he finished the new edition of his ‘‘ Middle 
Kingdom.’’ Since that time he has quietly waited 
the Master’s call, which should bid him come up 
higher. The many friends who loved and hon- 
oured him cannot doubt that the call was wel- 
come, and that with him the earthly has gently 
passed into the heavenly life. 


The Utica Herald said: 


A striking thing about the career of S. Wells 
Williams is the persistent industry which it 
shows. He made himself the best Chinese 
scholar in America. He had an excellent knowl- 
edge of Japanese. He began its study by com- 
municating with some shipwrecked Japanese 
sailors, who were given work in his office. 
When Commodore Perry made his expedition 
to Japan to seek better relations with that 
country, Dr. Williams was the interpreter. He 
studied these languages in a scientific way also, 
and knew much about general philology. Those 
tongues have been considered the most difficult 
in the world for a foreigner to acquire. They 
are of a different family from our own, and as 
we, at least, are pleased to think, they are in a 
more primitive stage. The work of Dr. Williams 
has made it far easier through all time to come 
to learn the Chinese language. Whatever the 
native energy, such labours could not have been 
accomplished except by a man inspired by a 
noble cause. Dr. Williams was a missionary, 
and in the most useful ways. He was beloved 
and trusted by the Chinese. With other men 
like himself he gained the confidence of that 
people in this country. 


The New York Evangelist remarked: 


His confinement to his bed had been only for 
a few days, though for some time his health had 
been delicate and uncertain, occasionally pre- 
venting the usually punctual and greatly in- 
terested discharge of his duties as President of 
the American Bible Society, here in New York. 
Dr. Williams succeeded to this post of honour 
on the resignation of Dr. Allen, and with peculiar 
fitness in the eyes of all the American Churches, 
and it might well be added, of evangelical 
Christendom. His life-long aims and labours 
were consonant in spirit and breadth with these 
later duties. First a printer, then a publisher 
and editor, then an author, later an interpreter 
and mediator for his own or his adopted country, 
and, ever a herald of peace and good will, one 
whose very feet may be said to have been 
‘‘beautiful upon the mountains,” as surmount- 
ing great barriers of difficulty to the intercourse 
of nations, he was yet ever and always a simple 
missionary of the cross in intent and spirit. 


The New Haven correspondent of the Zvening 
fost wrote : 


The funeral of Professor Williams was held on 
Tuesday afternoon in the Battell Chapel. Dr. 
Barbour conducted the service and President 
Porter delivered an address. There were pres- 
ent also representatives of the American Bible 
Society, of which he was President at the time 
of his death. Professor Williams has been con- 
nected with the college for only eight years, 
and although a regular university professor, has 


never given any instruction except in the form 
of lectures on Chinese history and literature. 
There have never been any candidates for the 
courses in the Chinese language which he was 

repared to give. His great work, ‘“‘The Sylla- 
Bic Dictionary of the Chinese Language,”’ was 
already completed and published before he came 
to New Haven. Since his residence here, in 
addition to the miscellaneous literary work for 
magazines and newspapers which his special 
knowledge brought him, he has been constantly 
engaged in the revision of his books on ‘‘The 
Middle Kingdom.”’ His health failed him be- 
fore he had completed the task, but he was 
fortunate in having the assistance of his son 
toward the end. Through his agency the work 
was completed and published before his father’s 
death. 

Mr. Williams was already sixty-five years of 
age when he was elected to his professorship, 
but his interest in the college was very great, 
and he at once entered into sympathy with its 
policy and aspirations. He was a very busy 
man up to a few weeks before his death, and 
even after his strength began to give way his 
vigour and acuteness of mind maintained them- 
selves. He had a very wide range of interests, 
and his information was of that encyclopedic 
character which one finds in men of his kind. 
Although the nature of his department isolated 
him from contact with the undergraduates, a 
considerable body of young-graduates sought his 
society, for he was the most accessible of men, 
and got direction and stimulus from association 
with him. It is the presence of such men as he 
which gives its peculiar scholastic air to an old 
institution of learning. His last public work was 
to preside at the "paeng | of the American 
Oriental Society held here last fall. : 


The Christian Intelligencer said: 


He was one of the very few remaining links 
between the pioneers of Christianity in China and 
the present. Few men achieved as much in in- 
troducing and extending the knowledge of the 
gospel in that great empire, and a knowledge of 
a higher civilization, and few men commended 

eneral and religious knowledge so well by their 
ives. He was sent to China as a missionary 
printer, and from that position rose to be one 
of the highest authorities in the Chinese language 
and literature. Associating familiarly with men of 
all ranks he attained a knowledge of Chinese life 
and affairs excelled by no other foreigner. China- 
men of rank esteemed and trusted him, and the 
common people honoured and confided in him. 
His mind was inquisitive, active, and retentive. 
He was simple, pure, candid, sympathetic in 
nature. He had superior practical and adminis- 
trative ability. His characteristics and attain- 
ments gave him great influence, and led men to 
seek his help in difficult and delicate negotiations. 


ie Foreign Department. 


BuLGAriA.—Dr, Bliss reports that ten ‘colport- — 


eurs employed in Bulgaria in connection with the 


Methodist Mission, during the last six months of — 


1883, sold eighty- nine Bibles, 1,449 Testaments, 


a 


1884.] 


record of sales from year to year shows a steady 
increase: in 1879, 500 copies; in 1880, 1,237; in 
1881, 1,930; in 1882, 2,036; in 1883, 2,059 copies. 


, JAPAN.—Mr. Loomis writes : 


A few days since, two men came to Tokio from 
the village of Hinoyeki, about twenty-two miles 
distant, to learn about Christianity. They reached 
Tokio in the afternoon and talked till two o’clock 
the next morning. After further instruction, Rev. 
Mr. Hartzler was sent for and they asked for bap- 
tism. After due examination both were baptized 
and returned home. Two preachers followed 
them, and so great was the interest in the place 
that they preached all night. After breakfast the 
people returned and preaching and teaching fol- 
lowed for two or three days more. Rev. Mr. 
Hartzler was again summoned, and on Sunday 
last he baptized twenty-eight adults and fourteen 
children, making forty-four in all thus consecrated 
to the Lord. 


JAPAN, 
The following interesting items have been fur- 
nished by Rev. M. L. Gordon, of Kioto: 


In the province of Tamba a few persons have 
been baptized, and two young men have entered 
our school. The work has extended largely 
through the influence of our colporteurs. A 
young man came down from there two weeks ago 
last Sunday. He accompanied: me to preaching 
service, after which he opened'the New Testa- 
ment he had brought with him and asked ques- 
tions from six o’clock till nine. At one o’clock 
the next day he came again and continued his 
inquiries three hours, and was not yet through. 
I learned afterwards that he was questioning Dr. 
Davis for nearly two hours of the forenoon. He 
began with a few questions on Hebrews, then 
turning back to Matthew he went on through 
John, Acts, Romans, and First Corinthians. My 
talk with him led me to go there during my 
vacation last week. 

I went first to the village of Funaida, where 
the teachers of a large school have been inter- 
ested. I took with me Mr. Chiha (formerly a 
Buddhist priest, but now a Christian and a theo- 
logical student), and at Kameaka Mr. Yashida 
the colporteur of the American Bible Society 
joined us. He has sold more then forty yen 
worth of Scriptures during the past six months, 
though from the fact that he is ‘‘Kocho”’ (Head 
man) of his ward, he has only been able to de- 
vote about thirty days to the work. To him more 
than to any other one man is due the credit for 
the continued and increasing interest in that 
region. Would that the American Bible Society 
had thousands of such men in Japan. The good 
that he is doing in a quiet way it is impossible to 
estimate. : 

We spent the night in Funaida and had a good 
meeting. The next morning we started for 
Goma, and the only road being a narrow path 
we went all the way on foot. The questioner 
already referred to, and several others from his 
village, accompanied us the last five miles of the 
way. We found that the leading man of the 
village is a physician; most of the others are 
poor farmers and farm labourers. This physician 
Sait th of only moderate means) has 


Il building (18 x 30) for the p’ ses of a meet- 


_ | ing place; and they have had it fitted_up so that | 
_ | it answers very well for that purpose. This physi- | 
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cian attended one of our public meetings last 
year and there heard something of Christianity. 
In August last he went to Kameoka and had a 
long talk with the colporteur already referred to, 
who, at his invitation, has gone there once every 
month since, selling Bibles and explaining the 
way of salvation. 

One of the physician’s neighbours is a man 
addicted to gambling, who, hearing of this ‘new 
way,’’ was led to think on his sins; and it is 
told that he and another man went to the physi- 
cian’s house to read and hear of Christ for twenty 
nights in succession. Asa result he gave up his 
gambling, declared himself a repentant sinner 
and a believer in Christ. The change in this man 
had no little influence on the community, and 
an increased number began seeking this new re- 
ligion, which possesses such unheard of power. 
More than fifteen profess to have repented (they 
emphasize this), and to be trusting in Christ. 

Both afternoon and evening we had audiences 
of nearly 150; more than the little chapel would 
hold. Our young men spoke with remarkable 
simplicity, fervor, and tenderness; and as I 
listened to their voices repeating to these hun- 
gry hearers, ‘‘the old, old story,’’ I felt that the 
greatest orchestra could not produce music more 
impressive or soul-stirring. After each address 
the whole congregation bowed low and said, audi- 
bly, ‘‘ Many thanks for your trouble in coming to 
speak to us.’? One feature, for a country. audi- 
ence, was the considerable proportion of women. 
The gambler’s wife was there, her face radiant 
with joy at the change in her family. To a re- 
mark about her new hope of a future happiness 
she said, ‘‘I am not waiting till I go to heaven 
for happiness ; I have heavenly joy already.”’ 

Such is the condition of the work there, and 
we have all been greatly impressed by it. I 
shall make no prophecies as to its future, for we 
know how often such prophecies disappoint us ; 
but we are thankful for what the Lord has done, 
and we are striving and praying for those who 
shall put the sickle in this whitening harvest. 
Christianity is seen to be a religion of purity and 
power; and men are loth to take up the cross 
when that means as much as it does here, often 
the change of business, with pecuniary loss and 
estrangement from friends. Eight were received 
in our Third Church a week ago, and seven into 
the First Church yesterday. 


A copy of the Bible has recently been presented 
to each of the highest officials and leading men 
in the government. Some had already expressed 
a desire to obtain a copy of the Scriptures and 
to understand its contents. Among the recipients 
was one who has been very active in opposing 
Christianity, and he is a man of great influence. 
He has very much changed of late, and on re- 
ceiving the Bible expressed his pleasure and 
thanks, and added, ‘‘Its teachings will soon per- 
vail throughout the country.” H. Loomis. 

——___—__0- eo —___—___. 
RUSSIAN SEAMEN IN JAPAN. 

A colporteur of the American Bible Society, 
who visited the Russian flagship Shoboleft at 
Yokohama last October, gives this account of 
his visit : : z 
After I had spent an hour offering my books 


N 
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One of the sailors replied that they were not 
allowed to buy; that a Pole, who held some 
petty rank (and who was the only Catholic on 
board) had forbidden the men to buy, because 
the books offered them were not the complete 
Bible. The Pole was called and was asked his 
reason for giving such an order. He said it was 
because the Bibles had no cross on them. The 
officer replied, ‘‘If I*did not own a Bible I would 
buy one for myself; but to show that I approve 
of them I will take one for my servant.” This he 
did in the presence of a large crowd, several of 
whom followed his example. 

Returning to the depository I got a Polish 
Bible, and taking it to the Polish officer told him 
that I had a copy of God’s word in his language. 
Examining it, he said, “It does not contain the 
Apocrypha, or I would buy it.’’ I answered, 
“Ts it not better to have so much of the book 
than none at all?’’ With some hesitation he 
paid for it, and the men standing around asked 
why he had bought a book without a cross on it. 

On the ship Naiesdnick I found a seamen who 
professed .to desire the Bible, but had no money. 
I told him I would make him a present of a 
Testament rather than have him go without. 
He replied that he was not willing to go ashore 
and spend all his money for drink, and then 
receive a Testament for nothing. An_ officer 
hearing this took thirty sen from his pocket and 
gave it to him, saying, ‘‘You will take thirty 
sen from me for nothing, won’t you?” So the 
man got his book, and I hope it will be a bless- 
ing to him. 

The captain of the gunboat Alreck, a Finn, re- 
ceived me very kindly, saying that they had pro- 
cured several Bibles from a colporteur who came 
on board at Alexandyia. But he ordered the first 
officer to purchase two copies and furnish each 
watch with one, keeping them where they could 
be read. He also gave me permission to come 
on board any day I chose. There was only a 
small crew, but I sold them three Bibles and 
two Testaments. 


OP —_—_—_— 


VERSES BY RIJUTEI, THE COREAN CONVERT. 
Mr. Loomis sends a version of poems which 
have been made by this interesting man, and 
which have been universally admired; but he 
says that the peculiar beauty of style and ex- 
pression is entirely lost in the translation. 


HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS. 
In songs of earth of every kind 
Discordant sounds we meet: 
But in the gospel notes we find 
The harmony complete. 


How sweet to mortal ears the strain 
Which sings of Jesus’ love: 

In rapture oft my soul would fain 
Rise to the courts above, 


All music is of little worth, 
And short the pleasure given, 

Unless it turns our thoughts from earth 
And leads us up to heaven. 


: 
§ 
: 


THE BIBLE PRECIOUS. 

The world and all its pleasures 
Have no more charms for me; 
For new and lasting treasures, 

In God’s own word I see, 


ve 


eee that shortly a canvasser will be in the 
field. 


at Coldwater, Mich., and was an occasion of much 


Presb 


claims of the American Bible Society. | 


I read this wondrous message 
Which speaks of love divine; 

And in each several passage 
Wisdom and glory shine. 


Like perfume of the flowers 
Within some ancient vase, 
Through all the passing hours 
God’s loving hand I trace. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 
ALABAMA AND WESTERN FLORIDA. 


Your Superintendent has everywhere met with 
unvarying kindness and sympathy for the work 
of the American Bible Society, and he believes 
that the only obstacle in the way of a large and 
liberal response to his appeals is the poverty and 
inability of the people. 

The Mobile society has completed the canvass 
of Mobile and Baldwin Counties, and is disposed 
to appropriate its funds for the approaching year 
to the Parent Board for its general work. 

The Pensacola society, in Western Florida, has 
determined upon the canvass of Tuscumbia Coun- 
ty, Fla. There is a vast deal of destitution in that 
county, and difficulties will be presented in the 
work by the character of the population and the 
Roman Catholic influence ;. but they hope to pros- 
ecute the work diligently and thoroughly. 


ARKANSAS, 


The interests of the Bible cause in this State 
have been gradually increasing for the last three 
years. During the month of January the receipts 
from all quarters were $208 88. This resulted 
from sales to auxiliaries and merchants, and from 
donations from Little Rock and Pine Bluff, where 
the District Superintendent made personal can- 
vass for gifts to the American Bible Society. 
The canvass of this State by colporteurs is rap- 
idly progressing, and may be completed by the 
ist of July next. 


MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN, 
_, The annual meeting of Kenosha County aux- [* 
iliary, Wis., was an occasion of unusual interest. e 
I preached in the morning at the Methodist Epis- : 
copal Church, and in the evening the anniver- 4 
sary of the society was held in the same house. : 
Hon. Anthony Van Wyke presided, and made é 
the first address. He was followed by Rev. R. 
Miller, pastor of the Congregational Church, who 
spoke in a strong and moving way. Your Su- 

perintendent gave the closing address. The : 
churches in the morning made their annual offer- 
ing to the Bible cause. The auxiliary took action 
to explore and supply its own territory. It is 


The Branch County auxiliary held its meeting 


encouragement. It was a union meeting of the 
churches, and held in the evening. The immense 
audience-room of the Methodist piscopal Church 
was literally packed. Rey. Mr. Collins, of the 
erian Church, gave the first address and 
was followed by the pastor of the church, when | 
your Superintendent spoke on the work and 
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The month has been one of embarrassment 
to our colportage work. The cold has been 
extremely severe, and in many localities the snow 
has been blown into vast drifts, rendering it im- 
possible for some of our brethren to get about. 
The heroism of some of the colporteurs in push- 
ing on among foreigners and into sparsely-settled 
territory challenges our admiration. One col- 
porteur was threatened with arrest for peddling 
without license, if he did not stop circulating so 
vile a book as the Protestant Bible. One. was 
warned by a letter from a Roman Catholic priest 
to stop his work. The same priest called to him 
on the street, and threatened him if he did not 
cease his work. 

MISSOURI. 

The greater part of January has been given to 
work in St. Louis, visiting pastors and churches ; 
five of the ten churches addressed are German 
Evangelical, three are German Methodist Episco- 
pal, and two are Congregational; all of them are 
In warm sympathy with the Bible cause, and 
make annual collections. The fourth re-canvass 
now in progress has been urged as an incentive 
to enlarged giving; also the great work to be 
done in our midst by the St. Louis Bible Society, 
whose auxiliary year has just closed with an im- 
proved financial condition. The intense cold 
weather and other reasons have caused our col- 
portage work to move slowly. 

The grouping of this work in Missouri for three 
months, from October to December inclusive, is 
as follows: 668 days of service; 6,988 miles trav- 
elled ; 8,147 families visited ; 1,037 found destitute 
of a Bible; Sor supplied and 539 individuals. 
This work has been in fifteen counties, six of 
which are now fully canvassed ; 5,232 volumes of 
Sacred Scripture, valued at $1,854 73, have thus 
been distributed to the needy by sale or gift. 


NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND WYOMING. 


The past month has been one of encourage- 
ments. For a winter month, when the mercury 
had marked as low as thirty degrees below zero, 
we have been able to accomplish a large amount 
of work. I have had twenty-four field days, trav- 
elled 1,647 miles, and preached twelve times. 
One Sabbath was spent with the Blue Spring and 
Wymore Bible Society. It was the first anniver- 


’ sary of this society. 


* | 
as 
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The Sabbath following was spent with the 
Merrick County Bible Society; preached in the 
Baptist Church in the morning and received a 
collection for the work. The Methodist Church 
was packed to its utmost in the evening for the 
annual meeting. A good interest was manifested. 

‘The third Sabbath was spent with the Buffalo 
County Bible Society. Presented the Bible cause 
in the morning at Gibbon, where is a branch 
society. In the evening the anniversary services 
were held in the Presbyterian Church at Kearney. 
Good collections were taken in all the co-oper- 
ating churches. 


The work of the fourth re-supply has been . 


pushed as rapidly as the cold weather would per- 
mit. Very few people in the older sections of 
the country can realize the discomforts a col- 
porteur must necessarily encounter in pushing his 
work in this new country in the winter season. ~ 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 


I am pleased to record, for the first month in| 


Bible work in this field. 


| Book,”’ Rev. 


the Linn County Bible Society, of Oregon, was 
held on Sabbath evening, January 6th, at the 
courthouse, Albany, Rev. Mr. Hollenbaugh, 
president of the society, presiding. The Meth. 
Ep. Church, Baptist Church, the Congregational 
Church, the Evangelical Association, the Pres- 
byterian, the Meth. Ep. Church South, the 
United Presbyterian, and Christian Churches, all 
united in the anniversary services. 

The annual address was delivered by Rev. S. 
G. Irvin, of the United Presbyterian Church. The 
interests and work of the American Bible Society 
were presented by your District Superintendent. 
A collection for the Bible cause was taken, 
amounting to $24 60, and since increased by 
$20 oo. ‘The sales made at the depository during 
the year amount to $46 70. Linn County was can- 
vassed during the year by Rev. William Adams, 
and the destitution supplied. 

Sabbath, the 13th, was given to the Bible cause 
at Vancouver, in Clark County, Wash. Ter. I 
preached at the Meth. Ep. Church in the morn- 
ing, and attended the annual meeting of the 
county Bible society at the same church in the 
evening, the Methodist, Presbyterian, and Episco- 
palian Churches uniting in the services. 

Addresses were made on the occasion by Gen- 
eral H. A. Morrow of the U. S. Army, Rev. Mr. 
Mays of the Presbyterian Church, Rev. Mr. Rob- 
ertson of the Meth. Ep. Church, and your Dis- 
trict Superintendent. A collection for the Bible 
cause was taken, amounting to $26 in cash, and 
$16 in good pledges. 

TEXAS. 


The third Sabbath of January I was at San 
Antonio. In the morning I preached in the 
Madison Square Presbyterian Church; at night 
took part in a very interesting anniversary meet- 
ing of San Antonio auxiliary, in the Cumberland 


Presbyterian Church. Most of the-pastors of the . 


city were present; the collection was $100, and 
steps were taken to canvass the city with aid from 
the Parent Society: 

The fourth Sabbath I was at San Marcos. In 
the morning, by invitation, I preached in the 
Meth. Ep. Church South; at night took part in 
the exercises of the annual meeting of the San 
Marcos. and Hays County Bible Society. The 
meeting was large and interesting. Five pastors, 


with their people, united. The executive com-— 


mittee said, in their report: ‘“‘It is gratifying to 
note the growing demand for the Bible in our 
community, as evinced in enlarged sales from 
year to year. They have doubled in two years, 
and we recommend that $30 be raised to en- 
large the depository to meet the increasing de- 
mand for the Scriptures.”’ Ayre 

My visits and work were pleasant this month. 
The officers of auxiliaries, pastors, and people 
were interested, and the condition of the work 
encouraging. 


LA SALLE COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY, ILL. 
The fiftieth anniversary of the above auxiliary 


‘was held at Ottawa, in the Congregational 


Church. The addresses (fifteen minutes each) 
were as follows: ‘‘The Morals of the Bible,” 
Rev. W. F. Day; ‘‘The Claims ot the Bible as a 
. B. Leach; ‘The Influence of 
Biblical Circulation,” Rev. M. C. Peters ; and are 
reported as highly entertaining and instructive. 


the new year, a good ee of success in the] The District Superintendent, Rev. E. G. Smith, 
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he annual meeting of | 


stated that during the fifty years of this auxiliary’s 
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existence, $30,000 had been collected, and $12,000 
of that amount had been given to the American 
Bible Society. 

The county agent reported that most of that 
work during the year had been done in Streator 
and La Salle. The total number of families and 
places visited in the interest of the Bible cause 
was 1,136; total of destitute families supplied, 
70; total number of individuals supplied, 87. 

The treasurer reported total receipts for the 
year, from all sources, to be $1,090 46. The aux- 
iliary voted, on this occasion, to donate $100 to 
the American Bible Society for its general work. 

or ene Se 
JASPER COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY, IOWA, 


The annual meeting of this auxiliary convened 
in the Lutheran Church of Newton, Dec. 9th, 
1883. The canvass of the entire county having 
been completed, full reports were presented. 
From these it appears that $308 23 were received 
during the year for books sold; and $299 54 from 
collections and donations, Books valued at 
$75 78 were donated. 

The meeting was addressed by Rev. J. H. 
Culler, commending the Bible Society’s work to 
the prayers and earnest efforts of all Christian 
people. Rev. A. E. Everest, canvassing agent 
for the auxiliary, urged continued contributions 
to the Bible cause, and ‘‘a Bible in every family.” 
He gave incidents of his experience while can- 
vassing, showing much destitution in some local- 
ities. Rev. G. G. Dougherty, of the Baptist 
Church, approved of the object of the Society, 
and thought a Bible should be given to every 
family ; and Rev. Mr. Brown, of the Presbyterian 
Church, recommended ‘‘a Bible to every boy 
and girl that could read.”’ 

A resolution of thanks to the American Bible 
Society was passed, for a donation of Bibles and 
Testaments to aid in the canvass now finished. 

0 ho 
WESTERN WASHINGTON BIBLE SOCIETY, W. T. 


This society held its thirtieth annual meeting 
February oth, 1884, in the lecture-room of the 
Meth. Ep. Church, at Seattle. The reports of the 
secretary, treasurer, and depositary indicate that 
the past year was one of increased effort and suc- 
cess in the distribution of Scripture in Western 
Washington. The receipts from sales and dona- 
tions were reported as $1,035 30. Five colpor- 
teurs were employed for a short time during the 
summer and fall, and the counties of Pacific, Sno- 
komish, Island, Whatcom, and King, including 
the city of Seattle, have been canvassed. The 
canvassing agents’ labours were as follows: 
Miles travelled, 1843 ; families and business places 
visited, 2,057; families found without the Bible, 
166; destitute families supplied, 133, as were 200 
destitute persons ; volumes sold, 807, valued at 
$355 07; donated, 276, valued at $59 90; amount 
collected for the Bible cause, $150 28. 

The report from which the above is taken thus 
concludes: ‘‘The books used in making this 
canvass and supply of the destitute were a part 
of a generous grant made by the Parent Societ 
for that special work. * The money on hand will 
be remitted immediately to the American Bible 
Society, and a supply of books ordered for the 
chief depository and branch societies.”’ 


—————_+-+—____. 
BIBLE WORK IN INDIANA IN 1883, 

Few persons have any adequate idea of the 

vast work now being done by the American Bible 


{chant gave $20 in gold coin. 
give in the spirit of the gospel, “liberally and | 


| more highly favoured, learn an important le, 
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Society in the fourth re-supply that is going for- 
ward in this country at the present time. Take 
one of our interior States, for example, that 
would naturally be supposed to be well supplied : 

There have been thirty colporteurs employed 
by the American Bible Society in the State of 
Indiana during the past year, for a longer or 
shorter period. These faithful house-to-house 
visitors have reached over fifty thousand homes 
(50,597) and business places. They found over 
six thousand (6,295) of these homes without a 
copy of the Bible, and supplied over four thou- 
sand of them (4,778). They supplied 2,421 indi- 
viduals in addition. Over twenty-four thousand 
copies of the Bible, Testament, and Portions 
were sold and donated, valued at over nine thou- 
sand dollars ($9,094 26). About thirty per cent. 
of these in number, and fifteen per cent. in value 


were donated. 
———_+94—____—_ 


CHINESE BIBLE MEETING. 
A very interesting and successful Chinese Bible 


meeting was held at the Baptist Chinese Mission - 


Chapel in Portland, Ore., on Sabbath evening, 
February 24th, 1884. The various Chinese mission 
schools in-the city, with their superintendents 
and teachers, came together and with one ac- 
cord united in the services of the evening. There 
were over two hundred Chinese in attendance, 
including several Chinese women and children. 

The services were opened by singing the hymn 
commencing, ‘‘All hail the power of Jesus’ 
name,” in which the whole congregation joined, 
singing most heartily as unto the Lord. Rev. 
Toy Tun Cheung read a Scripture lesson in the 
Chinese language. Rev. G. Sickafoose offered 
an earnest prayer for the Holy Spirit to bless the 
services and rest upon the assembly. After prayer 
the congregation again joined in singing. Mrs. 
Ellen Sickafoose, superintendent of the United 
Brethren Chinese mission school, was introduced 
and spoke briefly of teachers’ duties and responsi- 
bilities. Rev. A.J. Hansen, superintendent of 
the Methodist Episcopal Chinese mission school, 
was the second speaker of the evening. His 
address was delivered in the Chinese language. 
Rev. Toy Tun* Cheung, of the Baptist Chinese 
mission school, made a short address in the Chi- 
nese language. Rev. Chu Toy Yan, of thé Meth- 
odist mission school, made a short address in the 
English language; he spoke of his conversion to 
Christianity, and of the “great salvation.’? Moy 
Ling, of the United Brethren mission school, sang 
a beautiful song, after which he delivered a brief 
address in the Chinese language. Rev. Dong 
Gong, of the Baptist mission school, addressed 
the audience for a short time, speaking in his na- 
tive language. Rev. Kum Lum, of Baker City, 
Ore., was introduced and spoke briefly both in 
the Chinese and English languages. 

These addresses were interspersed with appro- 
priate pieces sung by the audience. A statement 
of the work being done by the American Bible 
Society, in China and elsewhere for the Chinese, 
was made by your District Superintendent. A 
brief statement of the Society’s work was made 


in the Chinese language by Rev. Mr. Hansen. — 


A collection was then taken for the Bible cause, 
amounting to $63 40. One Christian Chinese mer- 


cheerfully,” ~ « s ' 
_ May not other societies and congrega 


All appeared to . 
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from this noble example of benevolence, from 
those who have so recently been converted from 
the darkness of heathenism ? 

After singing the doxology, “Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow,’’ Rev. G. Sickafoose 
pronounced the benediction. Doubtless the in- 
fluences of this Chinese Bible meeting will reach 
homes and hearts in the far-away land from which 
these Chinese have come. 


P. C. Herzier, Dis’t Sup’t A. B.S. 


Wiseellaneons, 


THE DIFFIOULTIES OF THE BIBLE, 


It is said the Bible is not a plain book, and is 
therefore far from perfect. It contains so much 
that is difficult and dark, that it is difficult to 
think of it as in any sense the revelation of a God 
who was anxious to disclose to us even spiritual 
truth. It may be saidin reply, that if the Bible 
did not contain difficulties it would not be true, 
and would not resemble the other works of God. 
What did Peter say of the Epistles of Paul, with 
which he, like us, had wrestled sometimes in 
vain? In them, he says, “are some things hard 
to be understood, which they that are unlearned 
and unstable wrest,” that is, distort, pervert from 
their real meaning, “as they do the other Scrip- 
tures, unto their own destruction.” There should 
be comfort in this passage to many of us. Re- 
membering how Paul’s involved sentences, his 
prolonged and difficult arguments, and his fre- 
quent parentheses, diverting the channel of his 
thought, have worried and perplexed us, there is 
an innocent though half-mischievous pleasure in 
thinking that Peter was worried in the same way. 
His ardent, undisciplined mind, even when di- 
vinely illumined, could not see quite through all 
which his beloved brother had written. Paul 
had long been a sort of stumbling-block to him, 
and he acknowledged that some things in his 
Epistles are hard to be understood. But only 
the ignorant and vacillating, he adds in effect, 
would pervert these difficuties and lose their 
souls on account of them. Other Scriptures as 
well as Paul’s are difficult, and the Bible warns 
its readers not to destroy themselves against 
these stones of offense. It is sad to remember 
how often this warning is unheeded. Many have 
made shipwreck of their faith by steering their 
craft against every rock on the coast of this 
ocean of truth. Wise navigators prefer a safe 
channel, an open sea ;. but r¢@Stless, impractica- 
ble, and wilful minds often covet a dangerous 
shore. They go through the Bible, not like a 
traveller who keeps the safe highway, but like 
wayward children, who climb over the rocks and 
sport along the stony hedges until, footsore and 


bleeding, they ask, “Is this the way of life?” | 


The wayfaring man, though a fool, need not err, 


if he seek from this Book chiefly a safe, practi- | 


cal direction in the path of duty; but the way- 
faring man may be a prodigy of learning and 
metaphysical acuteness, and wander far off from 
the truth, if he is seeking chiefly to solve all diffi- 
culties and expfore the heart of every mystery. 
Let it be understood, then, that this wofd of 
God is not a field all blazing with sunlight. 


Clouds hover over it, for even with this Book in | 


our hands the apostle tells us we know in part. 
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Shadows fall on its pages—the shadows of the 
Infinite. It is impossible that we should com- 
prehend God./ We may apprehend him—that is, 
lay hold of his nature, touch the shining hem of 
his garment blazing with stars, and press the soft 
hand of his grace; but who shall grasp the full- 
ness or measure the altitude of his being, and 
comprehend the circumference of his truth? An 
easy Bible, one having no mystery and no diffi- 
culty, might please for.a time, but it would soon 
be exhausted, and soon would fail to lure and 
lift the soul toward the heavenly heights. It 
would not be like God. It has become an ac- 
cepted principle in the best modern art, largely 
through the teaching of Ruskin, that in order to 
attain to sublimity of style in representations of 
natural scenery, there must always be an element 
of mystery; a sense that all has not been said 
and cannot be said; an entrancing suggestion of 
greater things beyond the magic of the painter’s 
pencil to express. Nature is not a great crystal, 
with light dancing in every sparkling atom. She 
is a boundless sea, over which the sunbeams 
and the shadows tremble with alternating pulse, 
while vague horizons allure the imagination into 
dreams of eternity. And our precious word has 
on it the same stamp of divinity. It is open and 
full of light. It is also vast and full of mystery. 
Those who study it longest are like the natural- 
ists, who, as they sharpen their vision and look 
with microscopic insight into the simplest objects 
of the material world, discover new realms ever 
revealing themselves in that which seemed so 
familiar as to be common. 

An old saint, once the pastor of Abraham 
Lincoln, said to me, “I have been studying the 
Gospel of John fifty years, but it keeps ahead of 
me all the time.” When unbelief assaults this 
book with the spear called difficulty, faith wrests 
the spear from the enemy’s hand and turns it 
into a weapon of defense. A Bible which is 
without that which is hard to understand might 
be the production of man alone. But again— 
and I speak now from painful experience as a 
believer—how many of our troubles about God’s 
word are the revelations of our own conceit and 
moral crudeness. We approached the Scrip- 
tures with theories and fancies furnished by our 
reading and speculation, and, comparing these 
with God’s word, they did not fully agree. We 
were distressed, and could not read some parts 
of the divine revelation with any comfort and 
satisfaction. It seemed to us that we included 
the Bible and more too; but later in our lives 
we diseovered that the Bible included us and 
much besides. It recognized our truth and other 
truths equally important which our one-sided- 
ness did not grasp. Many a child has the same 
experience with its mother. It sees one thing 
and craves that, and thinks it the only thing 
needful, and is angry that the mother does not 
altogether sympathize with this state of mind. 
But years later the child, grown to manhood, 
realizes how much broader was the maternal 
wisdom than his own, and thus we come to rev- 


| erence what once only fretted us. 
Said that noble English churchman, Frederick 


D. Maurice, “I cannot understand the difficulties 
of the Bible, but they help me to understand my- 
self.’ So many of us have gained the precious- 
ness of self-knowledge in the twilight of things 
hard to be understood. We have learned hu- 
mility as Job did after he had been confounded 
by the sublime mysteries of creation. We have 
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something new and fresh in the divine word 
every time he went to its pages. So the vener- 
able Father Boehm found comfort and cheer in 
the blessed Book, which he read through many 
times in the few years preceding the one hun- 
dredth anniversary of his birth. Other men, 
who, unlike these, have disregarded the Bible 
when in health and strength, have turned with 
eagerness to its pages when disease invaded 
their frames and eternity seemed near. The 
course of wisdom is to make it the man of our 
counsel and the guide of our steps zow, and it 
will not fail us when our need is greatest.— 
Christian Advocate. 
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learned self-distrust as Peter did after he had 
doubted the word which his own sin verified. 
We have learned to seek for divine illumination 
through prayer, as multitudes in every Christian 
generation have done, who, studying God’s word 
as the blessed Fra Angelica painted his pictures— 
on bended knees—have seen the mists removed, 
or rather, glorified, even as the telescope of 
the astronomer resolves the hazy nebulze of 
the Milky Way into shining stars, eternal and 
supreme.—fev. /. H. Barrows. 
SaREE Ene Vy wens eee] 


THE CHILD'S HYMN, 


Between seven and eight years ago there ap- 
peared in the columns of the Odserver a story 
of a little boy in Connecticut, of as many years, 
who on his death-bed opened his missionary- 
box and asked that a newspaper slip, which he 
had put in it with his money, containing “ beauti- 
ful verses about God”’ (as he called them), might 
be sent to the heathen, saying to his mother, 
“Mamma, I know they will like them.” 

Subsequently the paragraph fell into the hands 
and touched the heart of a mother, who was a 
missionary of the Southern. Baptist Board, at 
Tungchow, China, who immediately resolved 
that the ardent desire of the dear child should 
be gratified, if possible, by herself. She wrote 
to one of the secretaries of the American Bible 
Society for a copy of the verses, and procured 
their translation into a hymn in Chinese, by 
Rev. Dr. Crawford of the same Mission, and 
the composition of a tune for the hymn, by 
Mrs. Nevius, a-missionary of. the Presbyterian 
Board at Tungchow. This hymn was then pub- 
lished in a monthly magazine in Chinese, and 
afterward in an edition of four thousand leaflet 
tracts, and then in a little book called “The 
Ten Hymns,” and thus. it was circulated, and 
sung, and committed to memory in the Mission 
schools, and widely distributed by the mission- 
aries in their various towns. The expense of 
this was met by a contribution from the Con- 
gregational Sunday school’s primary depart- 
ment and “Sunbeam Circle,” to which the little 
boy belonged. 

_- Now it has come about in the wonder-working 
providence of God, that on the 17th of July last 
that primary department held its missionary an- 
niversary, and the children broke their little jugs 
containing their contributions (the dead little 
boy’s, constantly replenished by his mother, was 
among them), and the Baptist missionary widow, 
Mrs. L. Holmes, of Virginia, was with them, be- 
ing on a yisit to the little boy’s parents. She 
told them of her work for more than a score 
of years in China, and repeated the story of 
the “beautiful verses about God,” their trans- 
lation and use in the schools, and their wide 
distribution; and said that she herself had cir- 
culated them in more than 4oo villages. Then 
a dozen misses, original members of the “Sun- 
beam Circle” with the little boy, sweetly sang 
his verses in their Chinese tune, and all eyes 
were filled. “So he, being dead, yet speak- 
eth.”"—WNew York Observer. 


JSE, ASPOR PLACE. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The stated meeting of the Board of Mana- 
gers was held at the Bible House, on Thursday, 
March 6th, 1884, Frederick S. Winston, Esq., 
Vice President, in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by Secre- 
tary McLean. 

In the foreign department of the Society’s 
work, reports were submitted reviewing the 
work of 1883 in the Mexican and Japan agencies, 
and various countries of Europe where funds 
of the Board have been expended. Communi- 
cations were also received from the Waldensian 
Evangelization Committee, from Mr. Gulick 
respecting the condition of his work in Cuba, 
from correspondents in Honolulu respecting 
Scriptures for islands near the Equator, from 
Rev. Wm. M. Brown in Sao Paulo, and Dr. 
Gulick in Shanghai. 

Appropriations {n funds, amounting in the ag- 
gregate to $35,366, were made to the Agencies in 
Mexico and Japan, to the American Board for 
colportage in Spain, to the Russian Bible Soci- — 
ety for work in Siberia and the Amoor, and to 
the Bible Society of France. ' ; 

Numerous grants of books were made for 
benevolent distribution in the United States and 
in foreign lands, the aggregate value of which ~ 
was about $12,850. Fic 

A Bible society in Texas was recognized as 
an auxiliary. , ip ly nee 

The total receipts for February were $65,274 72; 


OHO 
~ How the Bible intensifies in value with man 
as earthly hopes fail and the soul looses its hold | 
on earthly things! The aged Dr. Elliott pored | 
over its pages with ever-increasing delight, and | 
responded to his grandchild, who asked what he | 
| was reading, “Iam. reading news!” He found 


the Bible House during the same period. 


and 71,412 volumes of Scripture were issued from i y 
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NOTICE. 


The fiscal year of this Society closes} , 


on Monday, the 31st day of March, and 
remittances which are to be acknowledged 
among the receipts of the year must reach 
the Bible House on or before that day. 

Treasurers of auxiliary societies are ear- 
nestly invited to forward promptly the 
funds which come into their hands, either 
directly to the Assistant Treasurer at the 
Bible House, or through the Society’s 
District Superintendents. The annual re- 
ports of auxiliaries should be sent also, 
and any information concerning the de- 
cease of life members and directors or 
their change of residence, that the proper 
corrections may be made before printing 
‘the Annual Report. 

ene. & eS 


Recent Accessions to the Library of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society. 


Latin New TESTAMENT AND PSALMS. 

eign Bible Society. Berlin, 1878. 
This neatly printed pocket edition contains the New 

Testament after Beza’s version printed at Cambridge, 
1642, and the Psalms as translated by Tremellius and 
Junius and printed at Hanover, 1624. 

THE BOOK oF PsAums. Translated into English verse, 
and illustrated with comments. By Edward G. Marsh. 
8vo. London, n. d. ‘ 


THE New TESTAMENT IN SIAMESE. Revised by Rev. 
N. A. McDonald, D.D. Printed at the expense of the 
American Bible Society, at Bangkok, 1883. 

Forwarded by Dr. L. H. Gulick. 


EZEKIEL, and HosEA TO MALACHI, in Foochow Collo- 
quial. Printed for the American Bible Society at the 
Methodist Episcopal Mission Press. Foochow, i883. 

Forwarded by Dr. Gulick. 


MARK, in Easy Classical Chinese. Prepared by Mr. John, 
of Hankow, for Scotch Bible Society. 1883. ‘ 
Forwarded by Dr. Gulick. 


OUR ENGLISH BIBLE AND ITs ANCESTORS. By Tread- 
well Walden. Philadelphia, [1871.] 


British and For- 


. 
THE GOSPELS CONSOLIDATED, with a harmonized Index. 


2d edition. Bagster. London, [1877.] 

The matter of the four Gospels arranged to form one 
continuous narrative, the accuracy of the authorized 
yersion being assumed. Preface signed by F. T. H. 
First edition dated 1869. 


THE OLD TESTAMENT arranged in Historical and Chro- 


nological order, ete. 

THE New TESTAMENT arranged, etc. By the Rev. George 
Townsend. Revised and edited by the Rey. T. W. Coit, 
D.D. Boston, [1838.] 


Aiming to give one connected history in the words 


of the authorized translation. 


THe NEW TESTAMENT IN FRENCH: With notes. By 
Beausobre and L’Enfant. 2 vols. 4to. Amsterdam, 
1741. 

A COLLECTION OF THEOLOGICAL TRACTS. In six vol- 
umes. By Richard Watson, D.D. 2d edition. London, 
YC) ee NS «om a . 
Noteworthy Articles :— 


A dissertation on the ancient versions of the Bible; 
showing why our English Translation differs so much | Value of books domated......ssssesceeseseseeesenetens 694 88 
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from them, etc. 
lit. Pp. 1-59. 
n Historical Account of the several English Transla- 
tions of the Bible, and the opposition they met with 
from the Church of Rome. By Anthony Johnson. 
London, 1730. Vol. ITT. Pp. 60-100. 

A Catalogue of Books in Divinity; including many edi- 
tions of Scriptures. Vol. VI. Appendix—page 422. 


By Rev. Dr. Thomas Brett, 1760. Vol. 


Society Recognized as Auxiliary, 
March, 1884. 
With Name and Post Office Address of Corresponding Secretary. 
New Braunfels B. §., Texas, F. Klingemann, New Braunfels. 
2 


Deceased Members, 
Rey. Caleb Sprague Henry, D.D., LL.D., Newburgh, N. Y. 
Rt. Rey. Robert H. Clarkson, D.D., Omaha, Neb. 
Rey. John §. Inskip, Ocean Grove, N. J. 
Rey. Montgomery S. Goodale, D.D., Amsterdam, N. Y. 
William §. Babbitt, Morristown, N. J. 
Rey. Franklin G. Sherrill, Louisville, Ks. 
Rey. Alexander R. Alexander, Vincennes, Ind, 
Rey. Courtney Smith, Ellicottsville, N. Y. 
Rey. Josiah Higgins, Fremont, N. H. 
Rey. A. C. Tibbitts, Geneva, Ohio. 
Rey. William Scribner, Plainfield, N. J. 
Rey. William M. Reid, Maysville, S.C. 
Rev. Isaac P. Cook, Baltimore, Md. 
Mrs. Maria Mosser, Salem, Ill. 
Mrs. Laura P. Dorsey, Piqua, Ohio. 
Lorenzo Boyden, Newark, N. J. 
Rev. Thomas Stubbs, Cleveland, Ohio. + 
Henry L, Sabin, M.D., Williamstown, Mass. 
Mead Allerton, Newark, N.Y. 
Charles Coleman, Benton,.N. Y. 
Mrs. Joshua Clark, Colchester, Ct. 
Rey. John Joralemon, Medford, N.J. 
Augustus Cowdin, Batavia, N. Y. 
Rey. Dorus Clarke, Boston, Mass. 
Henry Flansburgh, Gallupville, N. Y. 
Dea. Edward Bradley, Stockbridge, Mass. 
Zebediah Abbott, Winchester, Mass. 


a 
Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports, 
t For the-month of January, 1884. 
Number of District Superintendents reporting......... 


18 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited...........ceeeceteeee 87 
Anniversaries attended............ sdebeccscescscevessnecs 31 
New Societies and Committees formed................. 2 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 111 
EOGLOFS BOT ass eccscsce vs conwestecieleives vlalsle’o’aln cle aieipioipeieta 2,383 
Miles travelled on official duty 15,891 


Donations and subscriptions secured for the Bible cause $1,385 97 _ 
eS 8 


Summary of Bible Distribution in January by One 
Hundred and Eighty-three Colporteurs and Thirty- 
nine County Agents reporting. 


Colpor’s. Co. Ag'ts, 


Days Of S€rviCe......sseseeeseeeeese 8,254 


Miles trayelled....... a en 92,889 7,824 
Families visited by them 46,857 28,077 
Families found without a copyof the Scriptures 5,714 2,382 
Families supplied by sale or gift................ 4,111 936 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition.... 2,441 676 
Number of books sold.......ceeveees 18,188 1,989 
Waluc. Of DOOKS #Old.72<...-cccecescpeesseees -» $7176 12 $946 83 
Number of books distributed gratuitously.... 5,054 1,304 
Value of books distributed gratuitously...... $1,262 50 $281 80 
Contributions received. ....... 6.6. eseeeeeee ees $1,003 78 $1,047 60 
—_—_ +o 
Summary of Seventy-three Annual Reports of Auxiliary 
Societies, ior 
: Received in February, 1884. Be 
Receipts from sales in twelve Months:............6..6. $4,964 13 
| Receipts from collections and donations,.............. . 8,720 %8 
Paid American Bible Society on book account........ 4,624 75 
‘Paid American Bible Society on donation account... 1,864 7 
Expended on their OWN flelds.....sscccseseeeesereesees 2,440 02 


Pel esa East Main St. Meth. Ep. Ch 


46 BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. [March 
Value of stock on hand at date............... csdeteddval 1 ROCK BS GEORGIA, 
No. of these Auxiliaries reporting general operations 8 | Bethany Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch. South......... $6 00 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ : 8 | Dawson, Meth. Ep. Ch. South..... 4,0 pet 4 1 00 
Families visited by them.......... +r cana nae eaemcaacees 5,631 | Taumpkin, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. pe 1 45 
Families found destitute...........+. mteabnctane RES Rast re 1,405 | washville, Meth. Ep. Ch. South 65 
Destitute families supplied..... Soe EET 884 | Sandersville, Meth. Ep. Ch. South..... Sass 1 00 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition....... 351 | savannah, Wesley Monumental Ch..........+ 2 00 
Sabbath and other schools supplied............ ‘ 4 Summerville Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.... 1 00 
n= | Zennill, Meth. Ep, Ch. South.,..........-. a A : Po 
= i th. Ep. Ch. South... 
RECEIPTS IN FEBRUARY, 1884, PY ile AERO EM eae 
ILLINOIS. ‘ 
Bigin, COMg. CH... .....cccccscevevevegenseesioene « 2000 
FOR GENERAL PURPOSES. “Neth. Ep. Ch, Conf’nce Collections, through 
IRBONTMOUB sy cause secs svecetnarmarcette secee 950 00 Walden & Stowe, Chicago....-....+-+. arent 81 20 
Amstutz, Nicholas, Wooster, Ohio...... walnoe 2 00 INDIANA, 
Cowing, James R., Brooklyn, N. Y....... represen! Freelandville, German Ch...... athe MPF 30 00 
Corwin, Rey. G.8., Cape May Point, N.J..... 80 00 New Albany, Second Pres, Ch.......++++++0+++ 25 00 
Gaak AE Eee amen andDe seg phinws + < 55 Cus a na60 5825.05 ‘ ot TOW: 
Cash, Waycross, Ga.......csscceceseeececes ee 5 - 
Collections at Little Rock, ‘Ark., through Rev. Welsh Prairie, Welsh Pres. Ch........+eseese+ 20 00 
W.. Be Vernor; Dish Supt. is ciecicesarsinese 34 00 LOUISIANA. 
Collections at Pine Bluff, Ark., through Rev. Louisiana Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.........+ 22 65 
W.#H. Vernor, D. 8.....0600%0 sees eeeeeee ssoves 46 25, MASSACHUSETTS. 
Collection at Sauk Centre, Minn..,.......... P 877 
Collections throushdegun meaner aise 56.58 Hatfield, Cong. Ch. and Soce...... Spsbespanpadns 41 45 
Collections through Mexican Agency....... 10 00 MINNESOTA, 
Collections by Colporteurs........ ..s.sseee 1,865 47 Cannon Falls, Swedish Ch..........sseese-eeee 751 
Fisher, Mrs. Henry, Brooklyn, N. Y.........+ 5 00 Spring Garden, Swedish Ch.........-+eeeeeseee 6 65 
Griffin, G. B. Jacksonville, Fla......... heneqon 5 00 MISSISSIPPI 
Grave, A. 8., Cartersburg, Ind. ire 10 00 . 
Hamilton, Mrs, Jefferson, Als 7 1.00 Mississippi Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch........ : 19 15 
Helming, Mrs. 8., Waukon, Lowa.........s.006 35 00 MISSOURI. 
Hunt, Ezra M., Trenton, N.J.....-ceseesseeces 30 00 Westfield, Pres. CD......05 ceeeeeeee o> vbeb catade 6 00 
Indian Creek Contribution, Pa..........ss0es 21 25 : WEW JERSEY. 
Jacobus, Charles, Matawan, N.J....... aeeeees 10 00 Religious Contribution Society of Princeton 
J-8.F. & H.N. F., Hartsell, Ala....<. bpiae tee 2.00 Theological Seminary.......scesssseeeeeeeee -ML-09 
Lloyd, Mrs. J. P., Orange, N.J.........eseeeee 2 00 
Lambert, Miss, New York........ Skea shes 10 00 NEW YORE. 
Lenox, Miss Henrietta A., New York......... 500 00 Brooklyn, Warren St. Meth. Ep. Ch........... 2 50 
Moore, Rev.) (Ai; Gas cosceuds ane atedsabiena cde 100 Chazy, Meth. Ep. Ch........ 100 
Morris, Hannah, Overbrook, PRA nhac 100 00 Fordham, Ref. Ch... 14 60 
Morris, Wistar, Overbrook, Pa.......... 100 00 Dodi, Ref. CBs. .esss.es eee 15 40 
Overstreet, Mrs., Live Oak, Fla...... eee 100 Mt. Morris, First Pres. Ch.. 9.67 
Pieper, A., Freelandville, Ind.............005 200 New York, First Pres. Ch... 408 50 
Pittis, Thomas H., Tappan, Ohio...........++. 100 00 Sandy Hill, Pres. Ch....... hiss 1 00 
Reed, Hannah, Elmore, Ml,;........... Ne eactae 1 00 Schodack Landing, Ret. Ch......+++++0+++ee-++ 90 7 
Smith, Rey. Jacob C. & Family, Franks, Wis.. 100 00 OHIO. " 
Smith, Josephine, Franks, Wi8.......... 1 00 Tallmadge, Welsh Cong. Ch.........seesseerees 6 00 
Schraeder, William, St. Louis, Mitccnis 5 00 Thurman, Meth. Ep. Ch. ......<<cseeseceees ene 8 50 
Sanderman, W., Waukon, Iowa..... saivtin 5 00 he PASE . 
Stone, Prof. L. A., Leavenworth, Ks....... nee 5 00 ‘ 
Thomas, Emily, Union Springs, N. Y........- 1000 - Muhlenburg, Meth. Ep. Ch........secseeeeeeeee 10 
: ’ 8,183 82 Sundury, Meth. Ep. Ch.,.....0.4 sescececseeees 2 00 Dl 
LEGACIES. _ BHODE ISLAND. ity 
Beach, Mrs. Lucinda, late of Burton, Ohio... 500 00 Little Compton, Cong. Ch.....+++s-+sseseneerees 8 2 
verge te! J.B., late of St. Louis, Mo........ 100 00 . SOUTH CAROLINA. 
er, William, late of Pike Co., Ill......,.,, _ 150 00 : ; . 
Dodge, William E., late of New York......... 1,000 00 Roath Carolign Conference, Meck ain. ines aeeee 
Mitchell, Mrs. Margaret, late of Morristown, oe aM VIRGINIA. wana - 
We Bric lacerensucssyboin <> conv dh <4 2ctidet SOU OR Herndon, Meth. Ep. aes eee 
Nelson, J. 1., late of Putnam Co.. Ind......... 16 50 I . — 980 48 
Wales, Danforth, late of Chenango Co.,N.Y. 2,586 25 : 
White, Michael, late of Monongalia Co. — AVAILS OF SALES BY THOSE TO WHOM BOOKS HAVE 
Ww. VAs seeeseeeeversensseeeeesneeteeeeeseeenns BEEN GIVEN. oh ee PMR foe 
PBthvad * 


CHURCH COLLECTIONS, _ 
, ALABAMA. 


| Movite, St, Paul’s Meth. Ep. Ch. South........ pret 
ARKANSAS, Sieeais 
P Mediate uagl PLOW OH ci scecevesrecysccraccsee 

; CONNECTICUT, _ a ae 


er reed | 
, Be Ay: | 


_ Griswold, Cong. «te ees 
_ Northport, Cong. Ch........0s0006 


10 00 


/, Meth. Ep. Ch, see 
n, Firat sheaths Ch. and S01 


50 


Rey. Alexander panies, Trinidad, Col......... 
|, Rey. J. B. Forst 


Boston, Ga.......... 
L. P. Haddon, Tampa, Fla.............. 


Pate Geor; ss Bcorea Hl it. Sup’t, ] 
waiian ¢,, 8. I. 


25 00 


. 
‘ 
§ 
E 


ov 


[ET 
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Credited Credited 
as Donation. on Account. 


Alpena County, Mich............. ber 
Austin, Texas 

Anderson County, § 

Berkshire County, Mass.. 
Black Hills, Dak 

Burke County, N. C 

Buchanan County, Iowa.... 
Boyle County, Ky 

Blue Springs and Wymore, Neb 
Buffalo County, Neb 

Branch County, Mich. ... 
Beadle County, Dak 

Blue Earth County, Minn. 
Brown County, Ill 

Barton County, Iowa.... 

Boone County, Iowa.... 
Cambrian Welsh, Lowa. 


Cowley County, Ks... 
Clarke County, Ky 
Calumet County, Mich 
Clay County, Dak 
Chatfield, Minn 


Bake SSebw 
Sagagseeae 


Dade County, Mo 

Decatur County, Iowa 

Dawson County, Neb 

Dakota County, Minn 

Duval County, Fla...............-.00 
Douglas County, N eb. - 
Edgartown Bible Committee, Mass. 
Eureka Springs, ArK................-- 


Greenfield and | Vicinity, Ohio.. 
Gilpin County, Col 

Goodhue County, Minn 
Gloucester County, N.J.......... 
G County, Ky..... em 
Guilford County, N.C......... 
Gage County, Neb....... cieestind 


Hopkins County, Ky...... 

Hennepin County, Minn 

Hardin County, lowa............ 
Hawaiian Evangelical Assoc., S.I... 
Johnson County, KS8............---. a 
Jefferson County, Neb...... eae ‘ 
Jackson County, Mich. ... 
Johnstown Welsh, Pa............ 
Jackson County, Ind 

Jasper County, Ill 

Knox County, paul 


ioe County, Ky..... vee 


| Ldncoln County, Neb..........--000++ 


_ Louisville and Vicinity, Ky. 

_ Lee County, Ark..... 
Lawrence County, Ark......... 
Lake County, Ill............. 
Merrick County, Neb..... 
Madison Township, Ohio.. 
Massachusetts.............5 


Medina County, TOKBB ..rerecrssese ae 
{ M‘Vean Bible Com., Plainwell, Mi 
Ks 


SESNRexEs 
eegeaeses 


s 
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Credited Credited 


as Donation. on Account. 


Montgomery County, Ind 
Maryland 

Middlesex County, N. 
Mattoon, Il 

Northfield and Vicinity, Minn 
Northfield, Ohio 

Niagara County, N. Y.. 
New Hanover, N.C 

New York Female, N. Y 
Nevada County, Ark.... 
New York 

Oshkosh Welsh, Wis... 
Oldham County, Ky 


Olmsted County, Minn F 
Pennsylvania. 5 100 00 2,076 38 
Pompton, N.J... Bee 24 00 
Plainview, Minn 27 0 

Port Sanilac Bible Committee, Mich. 10 00 
Prattville, Ala 62 95 
Pensacola, FlA.........0.e000s Th 57 20 
Perry County, Ala oe 54 13 
Pulaski County, Ky 106 98 
Peoria County, Ill 65 65 
Randolph Welsh, Wis 

Randolph County, Ill wor 40 00 
Rutherford County, Tenn ates 43 11 
Rockingham County, N. C.. 11 88 
Ramsey County, Minn.... 200 00. 
Richland County, Il 5 00 
Shawnee Welsh, Ohio.... 

San Antonio, Texas 162 12 
Stratford Cong. Female, Ct... 

Springwater Welsh, Wis....... 29 37 
Steubenville Female, Ohio. 

Stephenson County, Ill V7 50 
Sumner County, Ks 58 97 
Scotland County, Mo 28 26 
St. Louis, Mo ets 150 00 
Scott County, Iowa......... 43 10 
St. Joseph County, Mich.. 617 
San Marcos and Hays County, Texas 83 80 
Story County, Iowa..... 23:79 
Stearns County, Minn............. 53 10 
Starke Bible Committee, Fla 5 50 
Seneca County, Ohio..... adeendodcose " 41 11 
Sangamon County, IIll.. 8 95 
Traelder, Texas 37 45 
Troup County, Ga.. 19% 


Wirginissc. 18. dena.o000 200 00 


Vernon County, Wis...... 25 64 
Watervliet, N. Y...... ayatepoislsvorasmtaherarmorote : 


| Wiliiamsburg Welsh, Iowa...... Ate 


Waukesha Welsh, Wis............... s 
Wayne County, Mich. 

Wayne County, Ohio...............+-. 
Woodford County, lll.... 
Walworth County, Wis 

Williamson County, Texas 

Waseca County, Minn..... 

Will County, Ill.........: 

Warren County, Ky..... 

Winona County, Minn. 


Rey. W. H. Vernor, ae 
Rev. G. W. Wainwright, 
Rey. E. Wright, Sad 


‘Kansas Central Agency.. Tiree sees 


PAaDEn ALONE. 22200: s.cercten tives 


Levant Agency..... 


i ‘ MISCELLANEOUS. 


eaten onset 


LES eet Oa aden 


| sales by Colporteurs. 
Rents. 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


8. WELLS WILLIAMS, LL.D..........-....+- President. 


REY. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D-D. ) G),, My 
REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D. Peli ig i 


REV. ALBERT 8. HUNT, D:D....... Secretaries. 
ANDREW “G3 "LAYLOR........-.08 Assistant Treasurer. 


CALEB ‘2RROW AE, isos, seccevsc cape teen General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Letters relating to the general work of the Society 
in the United States or foreign lands, and, requests for 
grants of books for distribution at home or abroad, and 
communications for the’ Bible Society Record, should 
be addressed to ‘The Secretaries of the American Bible 
Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to ac- 
counts, fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, 
should be addressed to “The Assistant. Treasurer of 
the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society 
Record, ete., and letters in reference to the transmission 
of the same, should be addressed to ‘‘ The General Agent 
of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, 
as the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be 
for cash only. Vo books are supplied. for sale on comméssion, 
but as a special inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from 
the catalogue prices is made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers 
in books, 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 

The attention of the public is invited to the large as- 
sortment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Soci- 
ety, and for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty-five cents to 


twenty-seven dollars. Testaments from five cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 
FIELD OF LABOUR. NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS. 
Alabama & West Florida..Rey. R, S! HOLPoMnD, 


kegee, Ala. 
ATESnBaS 2020S. Wins ssiercc.cd Rey. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada...... Rev. J OHN THOMPSON, 
Oakland, Cal. 
Georgia & Florida......... Rev. J. Le Lyons, 


. Jacksonville, Florida. 
Illinois & West’n Indiana..Rev. E.G. SmirH, — 
_ Morrison, Whiteside Co., Jil. 


TOW AA G)beseovcvel es assosy ..Rey. O. J. SQUIRES, 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa. 
IRAMGAS Sone ecgsie apse vane Rev. J.J. THOMPSON, 
Topeka, Kansas. 
Kentucky & Tennessee...Rev. Gro. 8, SAVAGE, M.D., _ 
= Covington, Ky. 
Michigan & Wisconsin....Rev.»ANDREW J. MEAD, 
Appleton, Wis. 
Minnesota & Dakota...... ..Rev. JoHN Hinton, 


Faribault, Rice County, Minn. | 


Mississippi........ vekvenite . Rey. GEORGE w. MITCHELL, 


Missouri............ Reeagea -Rey. EpMUND. We out hy 
JA! 


Nebraska, Colorado, & he Gro. W. Wathwasgay, 
Wyoming. ......t2nen 


€ Winston, Forsyth 0 ba C. 
Ohio & Eastern reer -Rey. E. 8, GILLerre, ie 


ww ; 
Oregon & iat Per sc. ey, P. OC. 


0s, . Society, Twelve copies will be sent 


peice & South Carolina..Rey. C. H. WILEY, D.D., 


| by virtue of his race ih 
| that the request Sor it is 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 

The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to 
forward their annual reports to the Parent Society 
promptly. Blank forms will be furnished for this pur- 
pose on application. 

Whenever a new-society is organized, notice of the 
event should be given immediately to the Parent Society, 
so that it may be recognized. The names of ‘its officers 
and their post-office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as haying. become auxili- 
ary, until it shall have officially communicated to the 


-Parent Society that its sole object is to promote the circula- 


tion of the Holy Scriptures without note or comment; and 
that it will place its surplus revenue, after supplying its own 
district with the Scriptures, at the disposal of the American 
Bible Society, as long as it shall remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes 
the subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The in- 
crease of the subscription to one hundred and fifty 
dollars, or the contribution of that amount in one pay- 
ment, constitutes the subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 

-I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixteen, the sum of , to be applied to the charit- 
able uses and purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, 
the Board of Managers will make grants of books, to 
Auxiliary Societies and to other responsible parties, for 
sale and gratwitous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Mana- 
gers grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in 
view the special necessities of the various classes of per- 
sons to be supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be 
given away consistently —_ the benevolent ends of the 
Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests gor 
donations of books should be presented first to the Auz- 
iliary Societies within whose fields the books are to be 
distributed, and whose duty it is to furnish them, if pos- 


sible. When an Auxiliary is unable to do this, applica- 


tion should be made to this Society, with the ae sad 
ment of a responsible officer of the Auxiliary. 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for genet 
work from other parties, should each have the pee a 
ment of the District Superintendent. 


Public institutions supported by local or State Governinrit, y 


and public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, 
do not come within the range of charitable objects, == 
The American Bible Society expects that due credit 
will be given for its donations by ose a whom its 
books are confided for dinteibations : eh ere 


. 


. BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 
The price of the Bible Society Record to sub: 
for 1884, will be 30 cents a year, in adyan 
United States postage in all cases will be 


three dollars, in advance, © Any: lif 
ber of this Society may rece: one copy 


ER SS SRE 


——— 
~ 2 ha bes 


